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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  CONTROL 


JUNE  30,  1896. 


To  the  Hon.  John  T.  Rich,  Governor  of  Michigan: 

The  undersigned  board  of  control  of  the  Miohigan  Home[for  the  Feeble 
Minded  and  Epileptic,  submit  herewith  their  report  for  the  period  extend- 
ing from  August  1,  1895,  when  the  institution  was  opened  according  to 
executive  proclamation,  to  and  including  June  30,  1896. 

While  it  was  not  possible  for  the  board  of  building  commissioners, 
with  the  limited  appropriations  made  by  the  legislature,  to  construct  and 
furnish  buildings  adequate  to  accommodate  all  the  different  classes*  of 
unfortunates  which  the  law  contemplates  shall  be  eventually  cared  for^in 
the  Home,  we  think  the  best  possible  result  was  accomplished  for  the 
money  expended.  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  not  found  it  practi- 
cable toreoeive  or  care  for  in  the  institution  any  epileptio  persons,  and  we 
have  also  found  it  neoessary  to  exclude  generally  low  grade  feeble  minded 
persons.  The  Superintendent's  report,  appended  hereto,  gives  details  of 
the  work  we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  with  the  facilities  at  our 
command. 

The  educational  work  of  the  institution  has  been  carried  forward  very 
satisfactorily  although  under  some  disadvantages.  The  school  rooms  now 
occupied  are  located  in  the  cottages.  While  it  is  probable  that  a portion 
of  the  school  work  may  always  be  carried  on  to  advantage  in  cottages 
which  are  devoted  mainly  to  living  rooms  and  dormitories,  it  is  desirable 
that  at  the  earliest  possible  date  a special  sohool  building  should  be  built 
for  the  higher  grades. 

The  two  cottages  already  constructed  have  been  located  and  built  with 
reference  to  a general  plan  intended  to  include  eventually  quarters  for 
from  800  to  1,000  feeble  minded  persons  and  as  many  epileptics.  This 
plan  contemplates  a central  building  to  be  located  some  75  feet  in  front  of 
the  line  established  for  the  flanking  cottages.  In  this  building  the  offices 
of  the  institution  should  be  located,  and  its  officers  should  have  their  living 
and  sleeping  rooms.  It  is  also  intended  that  the  rear  of  this  building,  or  an 
annex  of  the  rear,  shall  be  built  and  fitted  up  as  an  auditorium  and  assem- 
bly hall.  Immediately  back  of  this  building  the  central  dining  room  will 
be  located,  the  building  already  erected  for  that  purpose  constituting  a 
part  of  it.  In  the  rear  of  this  building  is  the  boiler  house,  intended  to  be 
flanked  on  either  side  by  the  laundry  building  and  general  hospital.  The 
entire  group,  if  completed  eventually  according  to  the  original  plans,  will 
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be  in  the  form  of  a quadrilateral,  the  dining  hall  occupying  its  center. 
The  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  epileptic  persons  will  be  grouped 
by  themselves,  at  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the  general  group,  one  of 
these  groups  will  be  occupied  by  females  and  the  other  by  males.  It  is 
recommended  by  the  managers  of  all  epileptio  institutions  that  the  sexes 
be  as  widely  separated  as  practicable. 

The  buildings  already  erected  have  been  looated  and  constructed  with 
reference  to  the  general  plan  above  indicated,  it  is  very  desirable  that  this 
plan  should  not  be  deviated  from,  but  that  each  addditional  building 
authorized  by  the  legislature  should  be  looated  in  oonformity  thereto, 
although  such  location  might  appear  inharmonious  until  the  entire  group 
has  been  completed. 

The  board  of  building  commissioners,  in  locating  the  Home  at  Lapeer, 
seoured  options  for  the  purchase  of  lands  adjacent  to  those  donated  to  the 
State  by  the  citizens  of  Lapeer,  to  the  total  amount  of  over  500  aores. 
There  is  no  difference  of  opinion  among  those  having  the  management  of 
institutions  similar  to  this  in  other  states,  whioh  have  been  established 
for  many  years,  as  to  the  desirability  of  securing  at  the  outset  a large 
amount  of  land.  It  is  also  very  desirable  that  suoh  land  should  be  in  a 
compact  body.  The  options  now  held  by  the  State  name  a maximum 
price  of  $50  per  acre,  and  expire  Deoemer  81,  1898.  Should  the  next  leg- 
islature adjourn  without  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
these  lands,  the  State  will  thereafter  be  unable  to  acquire  them,  except  at 
suoh  prices  as  their  owners  might  demand.  It  is  possible,  however,  that 
we  may  be  able  to  secure  an  extension  of  some  of  the  options,  and  an  effort 
will  be  made  to  do  so,  should  the  legislature  fail  to  appropriate  a suffi- 
cient sum  to  purchase  the  entire  tract. 

The  Superintendent’s  report  shows  that  more  than  600  applications  of 
persons  qualified  for  admission  to  the  Home  under  the  law  have  been 
temporarily  rejeoted  on  account  of  laok  of  accommodations.  All  of  these 
persons  are  as  much  entitled  to  the  care  of  the  State  as  those  already 
admitted.  In  view  of  this  fact  we  feel  that  we  should  be  warranted  in 
reoommending  that  sufficient  appropriations  be  made  at  the  next  ensuing 
session  of  the  legislature  to  provide  accommodations  for  1,000  persons  in 
addition  to  those  already  admitted,  as  it  is  a moderate  estimate  that  at 
least  400  more  will  apply  before  the  neoessary  buildings  for  their  accom- 
modation can  be  completed.  But  realizing  the  heavy  burden  the  tax- 
payers of  the  State  are  called  upon  to  bear,  and  the  desirability  of  econ- 
omy and  restricted  appropriations,  we  have  asked  only  for  enough  to 
accommodate  half  that  number,  and  we  have  also  omitted  recommenda- 
tions for  some  special  buildings  that  we  oonsider  very  desirable. 

We  have  endeavored  in  the  management  of  the  institution  thus  far  to 
restrict  current  expenses  to  the  lowest  possible  limit.  We  believe  there 
has  been  no  waste  and  that  the  exceedingly  onerous  duties  of  offioers, 
teachers,  attendants  and  other  employes  are  performed  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible rate  of  compensation  that  oan  reasonably  be  offered.  Our  recom- 
mendation for  appropriations  for  current  expenses  during  the  ensuing 
two  years  are  based  upon  anticipated  like  economical  management. 

Our  observation  and  study  of  the  classes  of  unfortunates  the  institution 
placed  in  our  care  is  intended  to  provide  for,  have  convinced  us  that  the 
State  of  Michigan  has  undertaken  very  tardily  an  imperative  duty,  in  car- 
rying out  modern  ideas  of  public  philanthrophy.  We  are  also  convinced 
that  the  publio  opinion  of  the  State  has  not  yet  been  fully  aroused  to  this 
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duty,  or  to  the  evils  iuflioted  upon  families  and  communities,  where  feeble 
minded  and  epileptic  persons  are  not  oared  for  in  public  institutions. 
Hundreds  of  homes  in  Miohigan  are  rendered  unhappy  by  the  presence  of 
suoh  persons  as  members  of  families,  where  it  is  impossible  to  give  them 
proper  care,  or  develop  either  their  mental  or  physical  capacities  and 
abilities.  From  reports  which  have  reached  us  we  judge  that  there  is 
prejudice  against  the  institution  throughout  the  State,  whioh  is  quite 
unjust,  and  arises  from  lack  of  general  information  upon  the  subject. 
This  prejudice  we  hope  may  be  removed  in  the  early  future  through  the 
work  the  institution  may  aooomplisb,  and  knowledge  of  that  work  which 
the  people  of  the  State  may  acquire. 

It  is  a faot  that  feeble  minded  persons  cannot  acquire,  easily,  education 
in  the  oommon  schools  of  the  State.  It  follows  therefore  that  if  they  are 
to  be  educated  to  any  useful  employment  it  oannofc  be  in  suoh  sohools.  It 
is  also  a fact  that  most  feeble  minded  persons  oan  never  be  fitted  by  edu- 
cation or  otherwise  to  care  for  themselves. 

The  law  establishing  the  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and 
Epileptic  is  sufficiently  broad  to  permit  custodial  oare  of  feeble  minded 
as  well  as  epileptic  persons.  If  the  polioy  contemplated  by  the  board  of 
building  commissioners  and  the  present  board  of  oontrol  is  carried  out 
by  future  boards,  supported  by  the  legislature,  the  Home  may  be  finally 
made  self  suporting,  or  nearly  so,  so  far  as  the  care  of  adult  oustodials  is 
concerned.  Children  and  low  grade  feeble  minded  persons  of  adult  age 
must  of  course  be  a burden  upon  the  State. 

In  conclusion  we  desire  to  thank  the  Superintendent  and  other  employes 
of  the  Home  for  the  faithful  performance  of  duties  assigned  to  and  devolv- 
ng  upon  them,  and  their  hearty  cooperation  in  oarrying  out  plans  and 
measures  adopted  by  the  board. 

Permit  us  also  to  express  thanks  to  your  exoellenoy  for  the  active  inter- 
est you  have  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  the  institution,  and  the  hearty 
cooperation  you  have  always  given  in  the  work  assigned  to  our  care  and 
direction. 

The  following  appropriations  are  asked  for  the  ensuing  two  years: 
Speoial  appropriations: 


Six  cottages  @ $15,000 $90,000  00 

Enlarging  dining  room  and  kitohen 18,000  00 

Enlarging  boiler  room 1,000  00 

Two  new  boilers,  fixtures,  etc 3,200  00 

Industrial  building 4,000  00 

Laundry  building 6,200  00 

Laundry  machinery 1,300  00 

Hospital  building.  1,500  00 

Heating  apparatus  for  six  cottages 3,600  00 

Heating  apparatus  for  industrial  building 400  00 

Furnishing  administration  cottage 2,500  00 

Furnishing  five  cottages 10,000  00 

Furnishing  hospital  building 500  00 

Furnishing  dining  room  and  kitohen 1,000  00 

Sewerage 1,000  00 

Land,  160  aores 8,000  00 


Total $152,200  00 
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Needs  as  to  ourrent : 

Salaries  and  wages $13,138  00 

Food 9,500  00 

Clothing 150  00 

Laundry  supplies,  $400;  labor,  $600 1,000  00 

Heating  material,  $4,000;  labor,  $600 4,600  00 

Light 1,500  00 

Medioal  supplies,  $600;  teaohers,  special,  $100 700  00 

Stationery,  printing,  etc 720  00 

Amusement  and  instructions 700  00 

Household 2,000  00 

Furniture  and  bedding 1,800  00 

Improvements  and  repairs 3,500  00 

Tools  and  machinery 3,500  00 

Farm,  garden,  stock  and  grounds 3,112  00 

Freight  and  transportation 187  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses 700  00 

Industrial  training  expenses 4,950  00 


$51,757  00 

Less  estimated  earnings 1,907  00 


Net  total $49,850  00 


Very  respeotfully, 

LOREN  A.  SHERMAN,  Pres., 
GEO.  R.  GOLD,  Sec., 

JOHN  HEVENER,  Treas., 

Board  of  Control  of  the  Michigan  Home 

for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic . 


SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 


June  30 , 1896. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Control,  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble 

Minded  and  Epileptic: 

Gentlemen — I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  first  biennial 
report  of  Michigan’s  new  charitable  institution,  whioh  covers  a period 
from  its  opening  August  1,  1895,  to  the  ending  of  the  fiscal  year,  June  80, 
1896. 

So  short  a period  of  time  would  hardly  seem  to  produoe  much  that  was 
valuable  in  the  history  of  our  work,  or  in  general  statistics,  as  compared 
with  older  institutions  in  other  states.  It  has  demonstrated,  however  that 
what  was  asserted  by  many  to  be  an  experiment  has  become  an  established 
necessity  among  the  noble  oharities  of  this  State,  and  “ a oonspiouous 
monument  of  modern  civilization,  a benefioent  as  well  as  a benevolent 
institution;  blessing  those  who  contribute  to  its  maintenance  as  well  as 
those  who  receive  the  more  direct  benefits.  ” 

The  limited  capacity  of  the  Home  made  it  seem  desirable  to  give  prefer- 
ence, first  to  indigent  children  who  were  capable  of  some  degree  of 
improvement,  rejecting  the  helpless  class  because  of  the  difficulty  in 
going  to  and  fro  from  a detached  dining  hall. 

The  buildings  being  more  adapted  for  the  care  of  the  feeble  minded 
than  the  epileptic,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  await  further  construction 
before  admitting  that  olass.  The  legislature,  recognizing  this  pressing 
need,  granted  us  $18,000  for  an  epileptio  cottage  to  be  built  during  the 
year  1897,  had  it  been  available  this  year  it  would  have  been  filled  as 
rapidly  as  the  other  cottages. 

The  demand  for  admission  of  both  classes  is  as  pressing  and  in  the  same 
ratio  as  months  ago,  we  receiving  on  the  average  about  25  a month  and 
have  on  file  in  exoess  of  our  capacity  over  600. 

Many  perplexing  problems  were  solved  before  anything  like  system  was 
evolved.  Rooms  for  employes  were  made  by  finishing  off  the  upper  story 
of  the  dining  hall,  reserving  one  large  room,  whioh  has  since  done  service 
as  a store  room  and  for  tailoring  and  dressmaking. 

The  laundry  was  placed  in  one-half  of  the  boiler  house  and  though  very 
uncomfortable  quarters  for  such  work,  it  has  served  the  purpose  though 
at  the  expense  of  wasted  time  and  energy. 

The  bake  shop  was  placed  under  the  kitchen  in  a part  of  the  basement 
of  the  dining  hall,  the  balanoe  of  space  was  given  to  store  room,  machine 
shop  and  carpenter  shop. 
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The  ioe  box  which  was  built  in  the  kitohen  does  not  serve  the  purpose 
for  lack  of  proper  insulation.  One  can  be  constructed  in  the  basement, 
which  would  meet  our  needs,  by  building  it  with  a oenter  ioe*chamber. 

The  wainsooting  of  the  day  rooms  and  hallways  of  the  two  cottages  will 
Tdo  a great  improvement  and  protection  to  the  buildings  as  it  is  impossible 
otherwise  to  prevent  the  oonstant  destruction  of  the  plastering. 

The  changing  of  the  water  closets  from  the  single  to  the  tank  system 
was  a wise  provision  as  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the  single  system  in 
repair. 

A carpenter  has  been  a oonstant  necessity  as  small  closets  for  linen,  a 
clothes  chute  and  numerous  small  additions  and  changes  were  neoessary. 

The  rooms  for  our  teachers,  whioh  were  partitioned  off  from  the  hall 
ways,  are  very  poorly  warmed  and  should  receive  additional  heat  by  small 
radiators  before  winter  comes. 

The  ventilation  of  our  buildings  should  receive  attention  before  this 
coming  winter.  The  system  whioh  was  thought  to  be  perfect  has  failed 
to  perform  its  work  satisfactorily,  hence,  I believe  muoh  of  ailments 
among  both  inmates  and  employes  is  due  to  it.  Unless  the  air  is  rapidly 
and  constantly  changed  evil  will  result,  as  the  number  of  inmates  to  the 
space  occupied  gives  no  spare  room.  In  our  school  rooms,  whioh  are  on 
the  lower  floors,  it  has  always  been  neoessary  to  ventilate  by  open  win- 
dows, even  in  the  coldest  weather. 

It  was  not  strange  that,  taking  our  inmates  from  all  quarters  and  con- 
ditions of  life,  with  no  facilities  for  quarantining  the  germs  of  con- 
tagious disease  should  be  fruitful  of  evil  and  so  with  the  advent  of  oool 
weather  oame  first  chicken-pox,  then  diphtheria;  during  the  course  of  the 
latter  disease  resulted  the  death  of  one  inmate  and  one  attendant.  The 
upper  floor  of  one  oottage  was  converted  into  a hospital  but  it  was  soon 
apparent  that  something  mqst  be  done  to  more  thoroughly  isolate  to  rid 
ourselves  of  suoh  a terrible  destructive  enemy  to  childhood;  and  so  the 
present  small  frame  building  was  erected  on  our  premises  and  rented  for 
three  years.  The  building  is  too  small  for  our  needs  but  could  be  made 
to  do  very  well  by  the  additional  ereotion  of  a small  building  for  conta- 
gious diseases. 

The  present  health  of  the  institution  is  excellent,  our  children  being 
allowed  an  abundance  of  outdoor  exeroise  and  will,  no  doubt,  before  cold 
weather  comes  store  up  a reserve  of  good  health,  whioh  we  hope  will  carry 
them  through  the  winter  with  very  few  ills.  Our  fine  grove,  though  still 
in  a crude  condition,  is  a source  of  great  oomfort  and  pleasure  to  all.  Our 
Sunday  sohool  is  held  there  every  Sabbath  when  the  weather  is  pleasant. 

Our  farm  and  garden  did  very  well  considering  the  drouth  and  the 
amount  of  land  available.  Some  forty  aores  were  summer  fallowed  and 
seeded  to  wheat  and  the  yield  promises  to  be  large.  The  garden  fur- 
nished us  with  all  the  fresh  vegetables  we  needed  besides  giving  us  pick- 
les and  other  garden  truok  enough  for  all  winter.  Grazing  land  is  muoh 
needed,  what  we  have  suitable  for  that  purpose  will  not  serve  for  the  num- 
ber of  cows  required,  hence  we  have  been  compelled  to  buy  quite  a large 
quantity  of  milk,  an  article  of  food  of  prime  importance  with  us.  This 
year  we  have  cultivated  20  aores  of  new  land,  a large  portion  of  whioh  is 
excellent  garden  soil  and  we  expect  to  raise  a surplus  this  season.  Our 
boys  are  doing  valuable  service  on  the  farm  this  summer. 

The  appended  tables  will  show  the  age,  classification  and  previous  resi- 
dence of  our  population.  It  will  be  seen,  that  while  giving  preference  to 
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instructive  youth,  we  have  a large  number  outclassed  among  the  school 
list  by  age  and  are  made  useful  in  the  various  departments  of  the  Home. 
In  distributing  this  class  in  the  manual  industries,  speoial  adaptitude  of 
the  individual  is  studied,  and  so,  frequently  our  inmates  are  changed  from 
one  department  to  another,  the  object  being  to  seoure  the  greatest  use- 
fulness while  promoting  happiness  and  contentment.  Already  in  our 
short  existence  we  feel  the  keen  necessity  of  grading  better  than  is  pos- 
sible in  two  cottages.  At  present  we  have  ages  ranging  from  6 to  59 
years,  with  nearly  all  grades  represented. 

Low  grade  uninstruotible  children  should  be  cared  for  in  separate  build- 
ings for  they  are  a detriment  to  the  progress  of  the  others,  besides  many 
of  them  are  destructive. 

The  daily  life  of  our  institution  is  made  to  resemble,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, the  “ home  life  ” with  its  duties,  responsibilities  and  privileges  and 
its  little  joys  and  pleasures. 

Divided  into  sections  of  25  each  under  one  attendant,  the  inmates  are 
constantly  watched,  every  habit  of  life  regulated,  direoted  and  helped  to 
conform  to  the  best  type  of  physioal,  mental  and  moral  perfection  possible 
with  a defect';  the  purpose  being  to  promote  usefulness  and  oontentment. 
Every  ohild  has  its  doll  and  play  things  and  encouraged  to  use  them. 
Every  boy  and  girl  of  suitable  age  has  some  regular  daily  work  assigned 
to  them.  This  duty  is  very  simple  and  could  possibly  be  done  better  by 
someone  else,  but  it  is  a lesson  in  independence  and  happiness,  for  the 
busy  child  is  generally  a good  child. 

Discipline  is  enforced  without  corporal  punishment  by  the  cutting  off 
of  some  pleasure  or  other  similar  means  adapted  to  the  misoonduct.  Love 
of  praise  is  a factor  in  enoouraging  good  conduot. 

With  the  older  class  wider  separation  of  the  sexes  is  needed.  While 
the  younger  class  of  ohildren  may  be  benefited  by  oo-eduoation  and  train- 
ing both  in  morals  and  oonduct,  the  older  olass  should  seldom  come  in 
oontaot  and  then  only  under  strict  surveillance.  One  thing  is  surely  dem- 
onstrated in  the  oare  of  defects  and  that  is  the  animal  instinot  manifests 
itself  in  a ratio  proportionate  to  the  loss  of  will.  But  few  of  our  inmates 
were  ever  disciplined,  or  instructed  before  ooming  to  us,  in  faot  the  envir- 
onment was  in  many  cases  sufficient  to  destroy  what  little  of  intellect  may 
have  been  left  to  them  by  disease  or  stamped  by  heredity.  Our  greatest 
expectations  are  therefore  centersd  in  the  young. 

Our  school  department  was  opened  September  11,  1895,  with  23  pupils 
but  has  continued  to  grow  until  we  have  enrolled  at  the  present  time  113. 
This  includes  a number  of  low  grade  ohildren  that  will  be  taken  out  next 
fall  and  given  simply  two  hour  a day  exeroises  in  their  day  rooms.  We 
will  hail  the  time  when  the  low  grades  can  be  isolated.  We  have  five 
teachers  which  makes  it  possible  to  give  individual  attention  to  their 
pupils.  Kindergarten  methods  are  used  in  all  grades,  but  the  games  and 
songs  are  especially  adapted  to  the  lower  and  younger  olasses,  in  arousing 
attention.  Physical  culture  occupies  first  place  in  the  education  of  these 
children.  We  often  find  this  the  needed  stimulant  to  arouse  a dormant 
brain. 

The  school  ohildren  are  drilled  daily  in  marching,  singing  and  calis- 
thenics, whioh  alternates  with  purely  mental  processes.  Sewing,  oroohet- 
ing,  knitting  and  fancy  work  are  also  taught  in  school,  and  we  are  about 
to  add  sloyd  work.  Music  is  used  as  much  as  possible,  as  it  is  a factor  in 
producing  harmony  of  action  and  correlating  discordant  mental  and  phys- 
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ioal  irregularities,  besides  we  have  already  discovered  enough  musical  tal- 
ent, when  cultivated,  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a band.  Last  winter  night 
school  was  held  for  some  of  the  older  inmates  with  good  results. 

One  evening  eaoh  week  an  entertainment  is  given  for  the  children,  and 
when  the  weather  is  cool  enough  one  evening  is  given  to  danoing.  A 
singing  class  is  taught  one  evening  of  eaoh  week  and  from  this  we  have 
raised  a very  fair  ohoir  for  Sunday  school. 

We  need  an  assembly  room  very  muoh  for  good  work,  our  rooms  being 
too  small  for  but  a portion  of  the  population  at  a time. 

All  holidays  have  been  fittingly  observed  by  appropriate  exercises. 
Christmas  was  an  especially  enjoyable  time,  for  besides  the  eatables  and 
exeroises  came  a large  Christmas  tree,  from  whose  load  every  child 
received  some  little  gift  distributed  by  a “ real  Santa  Claus.”  Arbor  day 
was  celebrated  by  planting  two  dozen  good  sized  shade  trees.  Memorial  day 
was  one  long  to  be  remembered,  for,  with  appropriate  ceremonies  by  pupils 
and  instructors,  in  the  presence  of  a large  number  of  visitors,  was  erected 
a shapely  pole  and  from  which  was  unfurled  a magnificent  speoimen  of 
“ Old  Glory  ” 11  feet  long.  The  flag  was  made  by  two  of  our  teachers. 
On  the  Fourth  of  July  patriotism  was  voiced  by  a display  of  fireworks  on 
the  play  grounds  in  the  evening,  to  the  intense  enjoyment  of  the  ohildren, 
whose  enthusiasm  knew  no  bounds. 

We  are  at  present  making  nearly  all  our  clothing,  and  it  would  be  of 
financial  benefit  to  the  institution  could  we  add  more  industries  and  at  the 
same  time,  teach  as  well  as  employ  inmates.  For  this,  however,  a build- 
ing would  be  necessary. 

Fencing,  grading  and  ornamenting  has  reoeived  but  little  attention  for 
lack  of  means,  and  in  the  matter  of  walks  we  are  badly  deficient,  these 
are  much  needed  for  exeroising  our  ohildren  when  the  ground  is  wet  or 
covered  with  snow. 

I oonolusion  I would  say  that  from  my  experience  in  the  care  of  the 
feeble  minded,  I am  firmly  convinced  that  this  State  has  taken  the 
advanced  step  among  the  states  which  have  established  institutions  for 
this  class  of  unfortunates  in  making  it  custodial  for  “ from  every  consid- 
eration of  Christianity,  humanity  and  statesmanship”  it  is  wisdom  co  care 
for  a large  majority  of  feebleminded  for  life;  for  but  a small  minority  can 
be  safely  discharged  to  their  own  control  or  that  of  their  friends. 

On  the  whole  the  year  has  been  one  of  progress  and  steady  and  harmo- 
nious development. 

We  are  indebted  to  many  thoughtful  friends  for  magazines  and  papers, 
which  have  cheered  and  brightened  many  hours  for  those  of  our  inmates 
who  could  read  or  appreciate  pictures.  Our  two  Lapeer  papers  have 
kindly  donated  us  copies  of  their  periodicals  for  whioh  we  desire  to 
express  our  appreciation. 

I feel  deeply  indebted  to  my  offioial  staff  for  the  zeal  and  intelligence 
with  whioh  they  have  performed  their  various  duties  and  to  the  employes 
for  their  faithful  services. 

Finally  I desire  to  express  to  the  board  of  control  my  deep  sense  of 
gratitude  for  the  earnest  support  and  wise  advice  they  have  given  me,  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  position  I hold. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  POLGLASE,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 
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Table  I. — Showing  ages  of  those  admitted. 


Age. 

Male. 

Female. 

Totals. 

6 years  old . 

3 

2 

5 

7 “ “ 

5 

2 

7 

8 “ . “ 

6 

6 

12 

9 “ “ 

6 

4 

10 

10  “ “ 

• 11 

6 

17 

11  “ “ 

4 

3 

7 

12  “ “ 

11 

7 

18 

18  “ “ 

8 

15 

23 

14  “ “ 

9 

8 

17 

15  “ “ 

8 

10 

18 

16  “ 

8 

5 

13 

17  “ “ 

4 

9 

13 

18  “ “ 

5 

9 

14 

19  “ “ 

5 

3 

8 

20  “ “ 

3 

2 

5 

21  “ “ 

1 

4 

5 

22  “ “ 

1 

2 

3 

23  “ 

3 

1 

4 

24  “ “ 

2 

2 

26  “ “ 

1 

1 

28  “ “ i... 

1 

1 

33  “ “ 

2 

2 

34  “ “ 

1 

1 

2 

40  “ 

1 

1 

59  « “ 

1 

1 

68  “ “ 

1 

1 

Totals 

102 

108 

210 
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Table  II. — Showing  counties  from  which  inmates  have  been  received , ending  June 

30,  1895. 


Counties. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Alcona 

1 

j 

3 

3 

Antrim 

2 

1 

2 

Barry 

o 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Berrien . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

6 

8 

2 

1 

3 

Emmet 

1 

1 

Genesee... 

2 

6 

8 

1 

1 

Hillsdale  

1 

1 

Ingham 

4 

4 

8 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Jackson 

3 

5 

8 

Kalamazoo 

2 

3 

5 

Kent 

3 

6 

9 

Lake 

4 

1 

5 

Lapeer.. 

4 

3 

7 

Leelanaw 

1 

1 

Lenawee  ..  

1 

1 

Livingston 

1 

1 

Macomb  

1 

1 

Manistee 

1 

4 

5 

Marquette 

2 

2 

Montcalm..  . 

2 

4 

6 

Muskegon 

1 

2 

3 

Newaygo 

2 

2 

Oakland 

2 

1 

3 

Oceana _ . 

1 

Osceola,.  ..  . . 

2 

2 

Ottawa 

1 

1 

Saginaw 

4 

3 

7 

Sanilac 

3 

3 

Schoolcraft 

1 

1 

Shiawassee  

1 

3 

4 

St.  Clair 

3 

2 

5 

St.  Joseph 

3 

2 

5 

Tuscola 

4 

1 

5 

Van  Buren 

2 

2 

Washtenaw 

4 

4 

8 

Wavne 

25 

17 

. 42 

Wexford  

2 

2 

Totals 

102 

108 

210 

Died 

6 

Discharged 

6 

Total  remaining  at  the  home  June  30, 1896 

198 

Applicants  awaiting  admission: 

Epileptic 234 

Feebleminded 366 

Total 600 
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Table  III.— Showing  nativity  of  those  admitted. 


United  States. 

No. 

Foreign  born. 

No. 

Indiana  . 

0 

Austria 

1 

Kentucky  . _ .. 

2 

Canada  

5 

Michigan 

185 

Denmark 

1 

New  York . 

5 

England _ 

2 

Ohio 

1 

Germany 

1 

Pennsylvania 

1 

Norway 

1 

Virginia 

2 

Poland 

1 

Total  born  in  United  States 

198 

Total  foreign  born 

12 

Totals 

210 

Table  IV. — Showing  nativity  of  fathers  of  those  admitted. 


Country. 


No. 


Africa 

Canada 

Denmark 

England 

France 

Germany 

Holland 

Ireland 

Norway 

Poland ... 

Russia 

Sweden 

Scotland 

United  States. 
Wales 


5 

5 

3 

10 

1 

21 

5 

7 

2 

3 

3 
2 

4 

138 

1 


Totals. 


210 


Table  V. — Showing  how  inmates  are  supported. 


By  State  wholly 

By  State,  parents  furnishing  clothing  and  transportation 
Parents  paying  full  maintenance 


176 

31 

3 


Totals 


210 
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Table  VI. — Showing  special  defects  of  those  admitted. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Epileptic.. 

4 

4 

Blind  

1 

1 

Vision  imperfect 

3 

6 

9 

Deaf  and  dumb 

1 

Speech  imperfect 

20 

14 

34 

Do  not  talk. 

5 

6 

H 

Paralj  tic  

1 

1 

2 

Microcephalic 

3 

2 

6 

Hydrocephalic - 

2 

3 

Totals 

31 

36 

70 

Table  VII. — Showing  cause  of  death  of  those  who  died. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Malignant  diphtheria  

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Enterutes 

1 

Hemiplegia,  . . _ _ 

2 

Pericarditis 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

Totals 

2 

4 

6 

Table  VIII. — Showing  mental  condition  of  those  who  died. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Idiot,  apathetic 

1 

3 

4 

Idiot,  imbecile 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

2 

4 

6 

Table  IX. — Showing  ages  of  those  who  died. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Thirteen  years  old 

1 

2 

Fifteen  years  old 

1 

1 

2 

Sixteen  years  old 

1 

1 

Forty  years  old 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

4 

6 
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Table  X—  Showing  alleged  cause  of  mental  deficiency  of  those  admitted. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Spasms  of  dentition. 

14 

14 

28 

Cerebral  inflammations  

10 

12 

22 

Scarlet  fever ..  - 

2 

6 

6 

Injuries  to  the  head 

5 

4 

9 

Cholera  infantum - 

1 

3 

4 

Measles  

2 

2 

4 

Prenatal  impression .. 

3 

3 

Tvpho'd  fever  

3 

3 

Whooping  cough  ' 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 

Otitis - 

1 

1 

No  oa.nse  obtained  _ _ 

12 

Totals 

37 

48 

210 

Table  XI. — Showing  statements  as  to  the  heredity  of  those  admitted. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Father  alcoholic 

15 

9 

24 

Mother  alcoholic 

2 

1 

3 

Father  insane 

4 

5 

9 

Mother  insane 

2 

3 

5 

Father  epileptic 

1 

3 

4 

Mother  epileptic 

1 

1 

Father  feeble  minded 

2 

1 

3 

Mother  feeble  minded 

4 

10 

14 

Father  having  syphilis 

2 

2 

Father’s  brother  epileptic 

1 

l 

No  information  concerning - 

144 

Totals 

31 

35 

210 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


FOR  THE  FISCAL  PERIOD  ENDING-  JUNE  30,  1896. 


Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic — Treasurer’s  Report  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  John  Hevener , treasurer. 


Receipts : 

From  John  C.  Sharp,  treasurer— 

For  current  expenses 

For  special  purposes: 

Special  building 

Act  of  1895  

Furnishing  and  equipment 

Appropriation  for  current  expenses 

Clothing  indigent  inmates 

Earnings  and  reimbursements,  current— 

Food 

Clothing 

Household 

Improvements  and  repairs 

Farm,  garden,  stock  and  grounds 

Miscellaneous  expenses 


$6,238  86 

1 15 
4,017  82 
9 25 
25,000  00 
627  10 


$1  60 
61  10 
39 
29  10 
697  69 
46  33 


$35,894  18 


836  21 


Receipts. 


Disburse- 

ments. 


Parents  of  inmates,  maintenance. 


312  00 


$37,042  39 


Amount  applicable  to  current  expenses. 
Amount  applicable  to  special  purposes 


$33,014  17 
4,655  32 


$37,669  49 


Disbursements : 

For  current  expenses 

For  special  purposes: 

Special  building 

Act  of  1895  

Furnishing  and  equipment. 
Clothing  indigent  inmates  . 


$0  80 
2,365  74 
9 25 
627  10 


$31,345  09 
3,002  89 


Totals - 

Balance  June  30,  1896,  current  expense 
Balance  June  30,  1896,  special  purposes 


$1,669  08 
1,652  43 


$37,669  49 


$34,347  98 
3,321  51 


Totals. 


$37,669  49 


$37,669  49 


State  of  Michigan,  ( 

County  of  Lapeer.  \ 

John  Hevener,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  above  report  is  a true  and  correct  statement  of  all 
money  received  and  disbursed  by  him  as  treasurer  of  the  Michigan  Home;  for  the  Feeble  Minded 
and  Epileptic,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896. 

John  Hevener,  Treasurer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  this  twenty- ninth 
day  of  July,  1896.  Fred  D.  Johnson, 

Notary  Public  for  Lapeer  County,  Michigan. 
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Credit  to  farm,  garden , stock  and  grounds , up  to  and  including  June  30 , 1896. 


4,392  gallons  of  milk  @ 10c 

431  pounds  of  pork  @ 4J4c 

1,957  pounds  of  pork  @ 5c 

144  pounds  of  veal  @ 7c 

IX  tons  of  timothy  hay  @ 812.00 

3X  tons  of  marsh  hay  @ $4.00 

275  bushels  of  corn  on  ear  @ 15c 

155  bushels  of  wheat  @ 50c 

202  bushels  of  potatoes  @ 15c 

5 X bushels  of  onions  @ 40c 

36  bushels  of  carrots  @ 16%c 

150  bushels  of  sugar  beets  @ 15c 

103  bushele  of  rutabagas  @ 10c 

400  bushels  of  cabbage  @ 2c 

3 bushels  of  cherries  @ 81.50 

2 bushels  of  currants  @ 82.00.  ...f 

IX  bushels  of  radishes  @ 60c 

5 tons  of  corn  fodder  @ $4.00 

4 barrels  of  salted  pickles  @ 82.00 

Carting  19,830  pounds  of  freight  @ 5c 


$439 

20 

18 

32 

97 

85 

10 

08 

18 

00 

14 

00 

41 

25 

77 

50 

30 

30 

2 

20 

14 

33 

22 

50 

10 

30 

8 

00 

4 

50 

4 

00 

90 

20 

00 

8 

00 

9 

91 

SUMMARY  OF  INVENTORY, 
JUNE  30,  1896. 


Buildings... 

Real  estate 

Food  

Clothing 

Laundry 

Heating 

Lights 

Medical  supplies 

Stationery,  printing,  etc 

Amusement  and  instruction 

Household  supplies 

Furniture  and  bedding 

Improvements  and  repairs 

Tools  and  machinery 

Farm  garden,  stock  and  grounds 


Industrial  training  expenses— 

Tailor  shop $97  84 

Dressmaking .• 66  00 


$62,000  00 
8,000  00 
237  15 
1,092  46 
1,897  71 
713  75 
576  46 
203  51 
84  42 
513  37 
967  16 
4,946  84 
1,012  23 
519  38 
2,566  65 


163  84 


THE  FEEBLE  MIHDED. 


The  existeDce  of  the  idiot  and  imbecile  can  be  traced  through  all  the 
pages  of  history.  In  Holy  Writ  as  the  demoniao  and  in  every  clime  as 
the  sport  of  the  multitude,  the  victim  of  barbarity,  ignoranoe  or  fear. 
In  our  own  time  the  skeleton  in  the  closet,  the  drone  or  lag,  that  ties  the 
hands  of  a wage  earner,  the  outcast  and  weakling,  drifting  into  crime 
and  finally  lodgment  in  the  jail,  poor  house  or  asylum.  The  Amerioan 
Indian  regarded  them  as  children  of  the  “Great  Spirit,”  while  the  Koran 
gives  this  injunction  to  the  faithful:  “Give  not  unto  those  who  are  of 

weak  understanding  the  substance  whioh  God  has  appointed  you  to  pre- 
serve for  them,  but  maintain  them  thereout  and  clothe  them  and  speak 
kindly  unto  them.”  (Chap.  4.) 

Not  a century  has  yet  passed  since  the  recognition  of  the  possibility  of 
training  this  class  to  usefulness  and  but  fifty  years  since  any  attempt  was 
made  toward  the  organization  of  institutions  for  their  care  and  educa- 
tion. Connecticut  was  the  first  state  to  inaugurate  this  work  and  Massa- 
chusetts the  first  to  establish  a school,  and  up  to  the  present  time  but 
seventeen  states  have  training  sohools;this  includes  Wisconsin,  which 
has  just  wheeled  into  line  with  $100,000  as  an  appropriation. 

The  matter  was  frequently  agitated  before  our  legislature  during  the 
past  fifteen  years  by  earnest  and  benevolent  people,  but  it  was  not  until 
June  2,  1893,  that  an  act  was  passed  establishing  the  Miohigan  Home  for 
the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic  and  appropriating  $50,000  for  the  con- 
struction of  suitable  buildings. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  first  training  sohool  for  the  feeble 
minded  in  the  United  States,  these  institutions  have  gradually  broadened 
their  soope  until  today  the  plan  of  our  institution  is  modeled  upon  the 
advanoed  idea  in  that  it  combines  an  educational  and  training  school  for 
the  feeble  minded,  a colony  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  epileptics,  and 
above  all  a custodial  home  which  “ commits  to  the  permanent  oare  of 
competent  officials  those  defects  which  in  a large  majority  of  cases  should 
never  be  returned  into  the  world  to  enter  social  relations.” 

The  term  feeble  minded  as  used  in  this  country  is  a general  one,  cover- 
ing all  classes  of  defectives  from  the  idiot  to  the  moral  imbeoile.  Idiooy 
has  been  defined  as  “mental  deficiency,  depending  upon  imperfeot  devel- 
opment, or  disease  of  the  nervous  system,  dating  from  birth  or  early 
infanoy,  previous  to  the  evolution  of  the  mental  faculties.” 

Imbeoility  is  a milder  form  of  mental  incapacity.  Accompanying  the 
abnormal  head  are  oertain  physical  characteristics,  suoh  as  dwarfish  stat- 
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ute,  marked  asymmetry  of  development,  the  drooping  jaw,  wandering  eye 
and  signs  of  the  scrofulous  cachexia. 

"Broadly  considered  we  have  two  groups  in  classification,  the  idiot  and 
the  imbeoile,  idiooy  the  unimprovable,  and  imbecility  the  improvable  class. 
No  class,  however  low  in  grade  is  entirely  neglected  but  we  aim  besides 
kindly  patient  oare,  some  degree  of  training,  adapted  to  the  oapaoity  to 
receive. 

In  the  sohool  department  children  are  instructed  similarly  to  the 
advanced  ideas  in  the  common  sohools,  only  individual  training  receives 
more  attention,  and  prominently  the  kindergarten  method  is  used  and  is 
found  to  be  as  efficient  in  arousing  attention  and  stimulating  obtuse  fac- 
ulties in  the  feeble  minded  as  in  the  normal  child.  Progress,  however, 
starting  from  a lower  plane  advances  slowly  and  oannot  be  carried  as  far. 
Under  constant  surveillance,  instruction  in  the  ordinary  amenities  of  life, 
simple  principles  of  morality,  oleanliness,  tidiness,  control  of  temper, 
truthfulness,  politeness  and  correct  habits  and  behavior  are  constantly 
carried  on. 

We  do  not  propose  to  create  a normal  child,  for  absent  faculties  oannot 
be  supplied,  but  to  cultivate  judiciously  and  to  the  utmost  such  as  remain, 
looking  to  the  making  of  an  individual  who  shall  be  useful,  oontented  and 
as  nearly  self-supporting  as  is  possible  with  one  who  must  be  always 
under  direction.  And  so  manual  training  and  developing  gymnastics 
form  a most  important  part  in  our  work,  for  it  is  essential  in  developing 
dormant  faculties,  “it  is  education  by  doing.”  No  single  set  or  series 
of  musoles  in  simple  or  complex  movement,  but  stimulate  to  some  extent 
the  brain  areas  in  faot  the  motor  centers  are  the  avenues  to  the  higher 
cerebration. 

The  ourability  of  imbecility  is  as  great  “ an  enigma  as  the  existence  of 
the  moral  imbecile.”  The  sorrowing  parent  who  has  been  given  the 
denial  of  our  ability  to  transform  imbecility  into  normality  by  any  method 
of  training  or  medical  treatment  should  have  heartfelt  sympathy  and 
doubly  so  where  hopes  have  been  buoyed  by  misguided  oounsel.  Wilbur 
has  tersely  said : “ We  do  not  propose  to  create  or  supply  faculties  abso- 

lutely wanting,  nor  to  bring  all  grades  of  idiooy  to  the  same  standard  of 
development  or  discipline,  nor  to  make  all  capable  of  sustaining  oredit- 
ably  all  the  relations  of  a social  or  moral  life,  but  rather  to  give  dormant 
faculties  the  greatest  possible  development  and  to  apply  the  awakened 
faculties  to  a useful  purpose  under  the  oontrol  of  an  aroused  and 
disciplined  will. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  more  than  fifteen  per  cent,  even  when  taken  at 
the  most  favorable  age,  oan  be  so  trained  as  to  be  returned  to  the  world, 
and  they  should  be  debarred  the  rights  of  propagation. 

It  is  conservatively  estimated  that  there  are  two  feeble  minded  persons 
for  every  1,000  of  the  population,  this  would  give  Michigan  nearly  5,000 
persons  of  this  class.  Those  not  familiar  with  our  statistics  should  be 
startled  by  the  faot  that  while  the  census  of  1880  showed  that  there  were 
76,000  feeble  minded  persons  in  the  United  States,  the  census  of  1890 
shows  nearly  96,000,  shows  an  average  increase  of  2,000  a year  for  ten 
years,  while  but  6,500  are  cared  for  in  private  or  public  institutions.  It 
is  not  strange  however  that  more  provision  has  not  been  made  before  this 
for  the  belief  has  been  general  until  within  a few  years  that  persons  of 
feeble  mind  were  both  useless  and  harmless.  Whatever  else  is  a faotor  in 
the  production  of  idiocy,  heredity  plays  a most  important  part  and  seques- 
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tration  oannot  be  too  strongly  urged  for  this  class  of  dependent  defeots 
upon  every  state  if  it  would  proteot  itself  from  an  increase  of  pauperism 
and  crime,  a lowered  moral  standard  and  inorease  of  the  burden  of  taxa- 
tion. Instead  of  turning  to  usefulness  wasted  and  depraved  energy,  an 
imbecile  who  oan  by  his  own  work  pay  for  his  sustenanoe,  “ justifies  the 
expense  of  bringing  within  his  reach  what  we  will  call  a ‘home  market.’ 
It  is  only  in  large  institutions  that  the  best  results  oan  be  obtained  in 
the  development  of  these  unfortunate  types,  for  besides  the  individual 
training  are  obtained  oompanionship  and  amusement,  besides  better  facil- 
ities are  had  for  giving  employment  to  adult  imbeciles  beyond  what  is 
called  the  “school  age”  but  beyond  the  reproductive  age,  and  kept  under 
life  long  guardianship  or  prove  a menace  to  the  publio  welfare.” 

The  first  report  of  the  New  York  State  Asylum  for  Feeble  Minded 
Women  stated  that  about  twenty  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  of  inmates 
received  had  borne  illegitimate  children.  A faithful  reoord  of  the  number 
borne  by  the  imbecile  women  among  the  90,000  who  are  without  the  con- 
stant supervision  of  an  institution  home,  would  horrify  the  respeotable 
community  supporting  them. 


THE  EPILEPriC. 

Muoh  that  has  been  said  of  the  feeble  minded  could  be  said  of  the  epi- 
leptic, but  the  world  in  general  is  more  familiar  with  this  disease  and  its 
results.  Statistically  it  occurs  about  as  frequently.  The  disorder  is 
closely  associated  with  enfeebled  mind  and  insanity,  often  an  inheritance 
and  transmissable.  Mental  wreckage  through  inheritance  or  disease  and 
its  further  prevention  is  certainly  today  one  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions presenting  itself  to  oivilized  and  enlightened  society. 

No  more  pitiable  condition  results  from  disease  than  that  of  epilepsy  as 
it  ostraoises  the  individual  from  the  world,  a ourse  to  himself  and  a bur- 
den to  others;  for  the  avenues  of  employment  are  closed  to  him,  shunned 
by  neighbors  and  friends  and  debarred  from  school.  It  is  not  strange 
that  so  many  swell  the  list  of  suicides  or  are  shut  in  asylums  for  the 
insane. 

Humane  measures  suggest  their  colonization  where  all  that  oan  be 
done  to  ameliorate  their  unhappy  state  by  skillful  medical  service,  diet 
and  mental  and  physical  employment  can  be  had. 

From  the  reports  of  the  few  public  institutions  in  the  world  devoted  to 
the  oare  of  epileptics,  great  stress  is  laid  upon  the  necessity  of  industrial 
pursuits  as  well  as  educational  methods  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 
At  the  German  colony  near  Bieldfeld,  Germany,  several  buildings  have 
been  erected  for  industrial  occupations,  which  with  less  than  1,800 
patients  of  the  epileptic  class  they  have  accumulated  more  than  2,500 
aores  of  land  and  are  constantly  adding  to  it.  New  York  inaugurated  a 
colony  with  a preliminary  purohase  cf  1,800  aores  of  land.  The  labor  of 
able  bodied  epileptics  utilized  in  agriculture  very  materially  reduces  the 
cost  of  maintenance.  A visit  to  the  new  colony  at  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  last 
summer,  by  the  management,  enabled  us  to  secure  much  valuable  infor- 
mation regarding  the  practical  working  and  results  of  their  methods  of 
work,  which  are  founded  upon  the  best  and  most  scientific  ideas.  They 
have  already  established  a pathological  laboratory  for  the  chemical  study 
of  this  disease  and  an  elaborate  report  is  forthcoming  shortly  that  may 
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throw  some  faint  light  upon  the  cause  of  this  malady — quoting  from  the 
last  report  of  the  hospital,  it  is  stated  that  after  so  short  a period  as  two 
years  the  results  obtained  are  very  gratifying,  in  some  oases  more  than 
twenty  months  have  elapsed  since  a seizure,  when  they  had  been  frequent 
before,  in  others  more  than  one  year,  and  in  ninety  patients  more  than 
five  months  have  gone  by  without  a symptom  of  this  disease,  and  in 
nearly  all  oases  a remarkable  improvement  is  notioed  as  to  frequency  and 
severity  of  seizures.  This  improvement  is  so  general  and  the  contrast 
between  the  condition  on  admission  and  that  after  a few  months’  treatment 
is  so  sharply  defined  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  as  to  be  a subjeot  of 
oomment  by  the  most  casual  observers.  The  improvement  in  the  mental 
and  moral  character  of  the  patients  has  been  no  less  marked.  The  ethical 
standards  have  advanced  in  equal  proportion  to  thephysioal  improvement. 

The  tendenoy  of  the  disease  to  commence  in  the  young  is  an  important 
fact,  pointing  to  the  necessity  of  its  early  treatment.  In  486  cases  77 
46-100  per  cent  contracted  the  disease  prior  to  the  age  of  twenty  and  22 
66-100  per  cent  of  adults. 

The  report  of  this  institution  also  shows  that  of  the  whole  number 
admitted  to  the  end  of  the  year  1894  more  than  50  per  cent  were  of 
unsound  mind,  showing  the  necessity  of  providing  safe  means  also  for  the 
care  of  this  class  who  are  either  temporarily  or  permanently  dangerous. 
It  is  also  earnestly  hoped  that  our  State  will  see  the  necessity  of  providing 
as  soon  as  feasible  for  this  unfortunate  class  of  humanity. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION  JUNE  30,  1896. 

The  bill  establishing  the  Miohigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and 
Epileptic  was  passed  June  2,  1893,  and  is  now  one  of  the  permanent 
charitable  institutions  of  the  State. 

It  is  located  at  Lapeer,  Lapeer  county,  and  is  accessible  by  the  Grand 
Trunk,  and  Bay  City  Division  of  the  M.  C.  R.  R. 

“ The  object  of  this  institution  shall  be  to  provide  by  all  proper  and 
feasible  means  the  intellectual,  moral  and  physioal  training  of  that 
unfortunate  portion  of  the  community  who  have  been  born  or  by  disease 
have  become  imbecile,  feeble  minded  or  epileptio  and  by  a judicious  and 
well  adapted  course  of  training  and  management  to  ameliorate  their  con- 
dition and  to  develop  as  much  as  possible  their  intellectual  faculties,  to 
reclaim  them  from  their  unhappy  condition  and  fit  them  as  far  as  possible 
for  future  usefulness. 

Persons  above  the  age  of  6 years  (the  best  age  for  training  and  instruc- 
tion is  between  8 and  12)  who  are  feeble  minded  (or  epileptic)  or  so  defi- 
cient as  to  be  incapable  of  being  eduoated  at  an  ordinary  sohool  and  who 
are  not  insane,  paralyzed,  extremely  helpless,  or  afflicted  with  con- 
tagious disease,  may  be  admitted  upon  receiving  certificate  of  admis- 
sion from  the  superintendent. 

Persons  from  Michigan  are  admitted  to  the  Home  without  oharge  for 
tuition,  boarding,  washing,  medicine;  or  medical  attendance,  but  where 
the  parents  or  guardians  of  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  admitted, 
are  able  to  contribute  to  their  support,  in  whole  or  in  part,  they  may  be 
required  to  do  so  as  the  board  of  control  may  direct. 

All  children  will  be  reoeived  upon  trial.  Persons  applying  for  admis- 
sion of  inmates  must  fill  out  and  return  certain  blanks,  copies  of  which 
will  be  forwarded  to  any  address  on  application  to  the  superintendent. 
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A bond  will  be  required  in  all  oases  (excepting  children  who  are 
county  charges)  with  sureties,  to  insure  the  removal  of  the  child  when 
required  by  the  superintendent,  free  of  charge  to  the  institution,  its  offi- 
cers or  agent,  and  to  provide  oomfortable  and  suitable  clothing,  or  to  pay 
for  such  as  may  be  furnished  by  the  institution  during  the  continuance  of 
the  child  in  its  care.  This  bond  should  be  aooompanied  by  a certificate 
of  the  county  clerk  that  the  sureties  are  responsible. 

Children  must  come  to  the  school  well  provided  with  plain  strong  cloth- 
ing for  summer  and  winter.  The  olothing  must  be  renewed  by  the 
parents  as  needed.  Children  who  tear  their  olothing  must  be  provided 
with  garments  made  expressly  for  them,  and  of  suoh  form  and  texture  as 
may  not  be  easily  torn. 

Only  common  mending  will  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  institution. 
All  the  articles  of  clothing  must  be  marked  with  the  full  name  of  the 
owner. 

Boys  should  be  furnished  with  two  full  suits  of  strong  outer  clothing  two 
undershirts,  three  nightshirts,  two  pairs  drawers,  four  pairs  of  socks,  six 
handkerchiefs,  twooolored  ootton  shirts,  two  collars,  two  hats  or  caps,  two 
pairs  of  shoes  and  one  pair  of  mittens,  one  comfortable  outside  garment. 

Girls  should  have  three  dresses  (two  wash  dresses),  four  colored  aprons, 
two  white  aprons,  two  underskirts,  three  pairs  drawers,  two  underwaists, 
three  night  dresses,  four  pairs  of  stockings,  six  handkerchiefs,  two  collars, 
two  pairs  of  strong  shoes,  one  pair  of  rubbers,  one  hat,  one  hood,  one 
shawl  or  oloak  and  one  pair  of  mittens.  Extra  and  better  apparel  is  very 
desirable  for  chapel  worship  and  out  of  door  exercise  and  riding. 

Persons  entitled  to  admission  to  the  Home,  who,  on  account  of  their 
poverty,  are  unable  to  furnish  themselves,  and  whose  friends  are  unable 
to  furnish  them  with  suitable  clothing,  traveling  and  other  necessary 
expenses  for  attendance  at  the  Home,  may  receive  assistance,  not  exceed- 
ing $40  in  any  one  year  for  each  person,  in  the  discretion  of  the  board  of 
control.  Seo.  25,  Act  209,  Public  Acts  of  1893. 


WHO  MAY  BE  ADMITTED. 

Section  20,  act  209,  session  laws  of  1893,  amended  and  approved  May  28, 1895:  All 
feeble  minded  and  epileptic  persons  above  the  age  of  six  years,  who  are  legal  residents 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  may  in  the  discretion  of  the  board,  be  admitted  to  said  Home 
without  charge  for  tuition,  boarding,  washing,  medicine  or  medical  attendance.  But 
where  the  parents  or  guardians  of  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  admitted  are 
able  to  contribute  to  their  support  in  whole  or  in  part,  they  may  be  required  to  do  so 
under  uniform  rules  to  be  established  by  the  said  board  of  control.  In  the  selection  of 
inmates  preference  shall  be  given  to  indigent  or  pauper  orphan  children,  and  when 
this  class  is  provided  for,  such  others  may  be  admitted  for  whom  application  may  be 
made  whenever  suitable  accommodations  have  been  provided;  and  when  these  classes 
are  provided  for,  other  feeble  minded  and  epileptic  persons  may  be  received  into  said 
institution,  as  the  board  of  control  may  by  their  rules  and  regulations  approve  and 
direct. 

Sec.  26.  The  superintendents  of  the  poor  in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  State  in 
which  there  are  or  shall  be  persons  of  this  class  eligible  to  admission  to  this  home  by 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  who  have  no  contagious  disease,  and  who  are  or  shall  become 
chargeable  to  said  county,  or  to  any  township  therein,  shall  cause  all,  or  any  such 
persons  to  be  taken  to  the  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic  and  to  be  taken 
into  the  custody  and  care  of  said  Home.  No  person,  however , shall  be  admitted  to  said 
Home  until  a certificate  of  admission  has  been  issued  for  the  admission  of  said  person, 
by  some  officer  of  said  Home  duly  authorized  by  the  board  of  trustees  to  issue  such 
certificate. 
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Sec.  27.  The  superintendents  of  the  poor  shall  cause  any  and  all  such  persons  to  be 
taken  to  the  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic,  at  the  expense  of  the  county , 
and  to  be  taken  into  [the]  custody  and  care  of  the  school  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  said  Home. 

Sec.  28.  The  superintendents  of  the  poor,  in  every  case , before  taking  or  sending 
any  person  to  said  Home,  as  provided  in  sections  twenty-five  and  twenty-six  of  this  act, 
shall  see  that  such  person  is  in  a state  of  perfect  bodily  cleanliness,  and  comfortably 
and  decently  clothed. 

Sec.  29.  Any  person  or  persons  who  desire  to  make  donations  of  money,  personal 
property  or  real  estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution,  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall 
have  the  right  to  vest  the  title  to  such  money,  personal  property  or  real  estate  so 
donated,  in  the  board  of  control  of  the  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and 
Epileptic,  created  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  held  and  controlled  by  such  board 
when  accepted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  deed,  gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest  of 
such  property;  and  as  to  such  property  so  donated  as  aforesaid,  the  said  board  shall  be 
held  and  considered  to  be  the  special  trustees. 

The  parents  and  friends  of  pupils  may  visit  them  as  they  deem  proper, 
though  too  frequent  visiting  we  do  not  advise.  Board  and  lodging  oannot 
be  furnished  parents  and  friends  of  inmates  at  the  Home. 

The  regular  visiting  day  of  our  institution  is  Wednesday  of  eaoh  week 
on  whioh  day  special  and  interesting  exercises  are  held  by  the  pupils. 

Letters  on  business  connected  with  the  institution  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Superintendent. 

Express  paokages  and  telegrams  should  be  prepaid.  The  Superintend- 
ent will  take  pleasure  in  giving  further  information  about  the  Home. 

A FEW  SELECTIONS  FROM  ABLE  WRITERS,  AND  STUDENTS  OF  OUR 

SPECIALTY. 

“ Concerning  the  treatment  of  the  feeble  minded,  I would  suggest  that 
the  experienced  educator  should  be  called  in,  rather  than  the  physician. 
The  development  of  the  mind  and  the  discipline  of  the  individual  is  more 
the  provinoe  of  the  teacher  than  of  the  physician. 

“When  the  mentally  defective  is  afflicted  with  disease,  aouteor  chronic, 
the  physician  should  be  oalled  upon  to  treat  him,  but  the  drawing  out  of 
the  intellectual  faculties  should  be  the  work  of  the  patient  and  skillful 
teacher.  ” 

C.  T.  Wilbur,  M.  D.f 

First  Supt.  of  the  N.  Y.  School  for  F.  M.  C.,  and  a pioneer  in  the  work 
for  F.  M.  C.  in  the  U.  S. 

“ The  evils  we  seek  to  prevent,  to  remove  and  to  mitigate  are  at  every 
door.  No  man’s  family  is  safely  entrenched  against  them.  Blindness, 
deafness,  idiocy  and  insanity  have  brought  sorrow  to  many  a happy  home. 
The  vioes  and  crimes  of  the  forsaken  and  the  outcast  often  reaoh  the  man- 
liest array  of  sons  and  the  loveliest  of  daughters.  Society  is  so  compacted 
together,  and  Providenoe  hath  so  ordained  and  doth  so  govern  things, 
that  whether  we  would  have  it  so  or  not  we  must  be  and  are  our  brother’s 
keeper.  ” 

Ex-President  B.  B.  Hayes. 

“ Men  and  brethren,  when  we  oome  to  the  entrance  of  an  institution 
like  this,  let  us  remember  that  its  afflioted  children  are  God’s  children  as 
well  as  the  ohildren  of  the  State,  and  let  us  in  the  spirit  of  Moses  at  the 
burning  bush,  remove  far  from  us  all  passion  and  prejudice,  all  self-seek- 
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ing  and  self-glorification,  for  the  place  we  stand  upon  is  holy  ground. 
How  dare  we  do  otherwise,  when  we  remember  the  words  of  the  Master, 
‘Whosoever  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones  it  is  better  for  him  that  a 
mill  stone  were  hanged  about  his  neck  and  he  were  cast  into  the  sea.’  ” 

Gen.  J.  R.  Brinkerhoff,  Ohio. 

“ We  are  living  in  a time  when  opinions  and  creeds  are  being  very 
strangely  sifted,  when  Christian  folks  are  brought  face  to  faoe  day  by  day 
with  men  who  utter  doubts  that  touoh  the  very  quiok  of  our  hearts.  I am 
not  sure  that  we  can  silence  questionings  by  arguments;  but  I am  sure 
that  men  and  women  who,  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  Christ,  go  out  to 
care  for  God’s  suffering  ohildren,  whatever  be  their  creed,  no  one  can 
gainsay  and  no  one  can  ever  deny.” 

Bishop  Whipple. 

“People  ought  to  thank  God  and  take  oourage  on  seeing  how  much  is 
now  done,  not  only  for  the  feeble  minded,  but  for  all  classes  of  defectives. 
The  work  of  the  men  and  women  who  go  down  to  the  lowest  intelligence, 
and  develop  the  modicum  of  mind  that  they  find  are  doing  a work  almost 
divine.  They  are  supplementing  the  work  of  the  Creator.  Suoh  work 
must  lead  to  a higher  civilization.” 

Hon.  J.  Desha  Pickett, 

Ex.  Supt.  Public  Instruction,  Ky. 

“Let  all  remember  that  they  not  only  have  a duty  to  perform  in  relation 
to  themselves,  they  not  only  have  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  preserve  their 
own  mental  health  intact  for  their  own  oomfort  and  usefulness,  but  they 
owe  a duty  to  their  children.  Their  tendencies  and  proclivities  are  to  a 
large  extent  reproduced  in  them,  and  the  ball  they  may  have  set  in 
motion  in  their  own  life’s  history  may  gain  a momentum  in  their  children’s 
which  they  are  powerless  to  resist.  Responsibility  from  this  point  of 
view,  the  entailing  mental  disease  upon  posterity,  is  a fact  which  cannot 
be  evaded,  and  in  proportion  as  it  is  regarded  in  the  light  of  psychologi- 
cal science  and  hereditary  descent,  the  duty  of  the  regulation  and  training 
of  the  feelings,  the  reason  and  the  will  must  force  itself  upon  men  who 
have  any  regard  for  conscience  and  right. 

“This  is  due  from  man  to  himself,  I repeat;  it  is  due  still  more  to  those 
who  will  reoeive  from  him  the  direction  of  their  lives  without  being 
responsible  for  it,  because  powerless  to  refuse  it.  Those  who  without 
having  injured  him  will  have  been  permanently  injured  by  him,  and  who, 
after  a checkered  and  disastrous  existence,  during  whioh  mental  sight  has 
been  blinded  by  delusions  and  judgment  by  ungovernable  passion  die 
within  the  walls  of  an  asylum.” 

Dr.  D.  Hack  Tuke. 

“There  is  no  more  pitiable,  helpless  object  on  the  faoe  of  the  earth  than 
a boy  or  girl  of  feeble  mind  who  is  unoared  for.  There  is  no  one  of  this 
olass  who  can  ever  plead  his  own  cause  or  that  of  his  fellows  no  matter 
how  fortunate  he  may  have  been  in  his  environment.  He  must  always 
remain  defective  and  dependent,  at  the  mercy  of  his  more  fortunate 
brother,  uplifted  or  debased  by  him.” 


Geo.  H.  Knight,  M.  D. 
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“One  of  the  first  and  most  important  measures  we  must  advooate  would 
be  suoh  a framing  of  the  laws  governing  marriage  in  or  several  states  as 
would  make  the  marriage  of  an  epileptic  a crime.  From  my  own  knowl- 
edge I can  cite  the  case  of  an  epileptic  woman  who  became  the  mother  of 
fifteen  defective  ohildren.  Eight  died  in  infancy,  from  lack  of  vitality, 
two  inherited  the  epilepsy,  two  were  fairly  teaohable  imbeciles,  and  the 
other  three  had  sufficient  intelligence  to  marry  and  reproduce,  according 
to  the  laws  of  heredity,  the  mother’s  experience. 

“ This  instance  is  only  another  proof  of  what  we  must  all  believe,  viz.  : 
that  like  produces  like,  and  therefore,  as  a natural  sequence  of  things,  epi- 
eptics  in  the  majority  of  cases  must  produce  defective  children.” 

George  H.  Knight,  M.  D., 
Supt.  Conn.  School  F.  M.  C. 

“Education  as  applied  to  the  development  of  feeble  minded  ohildren  is 
now  understood  in  the  broadest  sense  not  as  mere  intellectual  training, 
but  as  uniform  cultivation  of  the  whole  being,  physically,  mentally  and 
morally.  ” 

The  splendid  mental  drill  and  discipline  given  these  children  in  our 
formal  sobool  olasses  would  really  be  of  little  value  if  the  knowledge  gained 
could  not  be  practically  applied  in  the  way  of  making  them  happier,  more 
self-reliant,  more  useful,  and  more  like  normal  boys  and  girls  in  every 
respect. 

It  has  long  been  reoognized  that  in  institution  life,  notwithstanding  the 
many  special  advantages  not  to  be  obtained  elsewhere,  there  is  more  or 
less  loss  of  the  opportunities  for  profiting  by  the  teachings  of  experience, 
and  the  far-reaching  deductions  that  even  a feebleminded  ohild  makes  as 
a result  of  rubbing  against  the  very  frequent  and  sharp  corners  of  the 
outside  world. 

In  a well-regulated  institution  the  ohild’s  whole  life  is  carefully  super- 
vised; he  is  told  when  to  get  up  in  the  morning,  what  garments  to  put 
on,  when  to  go  to  meals,  what  articles  of  food  he  shall  eat,  how  he  shall 
eat,  and  he  is  kept  from  danger  of  all  kinds;  his  daily  duties,  conduct, 
and  even  his  pleasures  are  plainly  indicated  and  prescribed,  and  finally  he 
is  told  when  to  go  to  bed  at  night.  This  guardianship  is  absolutely  neo- 
essary,  not  only  for  his  immediate  welfare,  but  that  he  may  acquire 
proper  habits  of  life.  But  we  try  to  accomplish  all  this  in  suoh  a way 
that  the  child’s  personality  shall  be  developed  and  brought  out,  and  not 
lost  sight  of  and  extinguished.  We  spare  no  effort  to  bring  into  each 
ohild’s  life  and  experience  that  knowledge  of  common  events  and  famil- 
iarity with  the  manners  and  customs  of  ordinary  life  that  are  just  as 
essential  parts  of  the  real  education  of  normal  children  as  the  usual 
instruction  received  in  the  school  room. 

The  daily  life  of  our  institution  is  based  upon  and  closely  resembles  the 
ordinary  daily  routine"of  any  other  small  village  of  five  hundred  inhabi- 
tants. As  far  as  possible  we  try  to  illustrate  the  various  phases  of  life  in 
any  other  community,  with  itsoares,  duties,  privileges  and  responsibilities, 
its  little  joys  and  pleasures. 

We  try  to  impress  upon  each  one  the  reasonable  certainty  that  well 
doing  brings  its  reward,  and  that  wrong  doing  means  an  ultimate  curtail- 
ing of  some  cherished  pleasure  or  privilege.  The  love  of  approbation  so 
universally  shown  by  these  children  is  a prime  factor  in  our  scheme  of 
discipline  and  management. 
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To  keep  our  oharges  healthy,  happy  and  out  of  mischief,  occupation 
and  recreation,  in  proper  proportion,  must  be  provided  for  every  hour  in 
the  day.  A busy  boy  is  generally  a good  boy.  Every  boy  and  girl  in 
good  bodily  health  has  some  regular  daily  work  assigned  them,  according 
to  their  age,  size  or  capacity.  This  duty  may  be  very  simple,  and  very 
likely  could  be  much  better  performed  by  some  one  else,  or  it  may  be  a 
half  or  a full  day’s  work  in  the  garden,  workshop,  kitchen  or  elsewhere. 
Sunday , the  one  day  of  leisure,  is  the  only  day  when  it  is  at  all  difficult  to 
keep  our  hoys  and  girls  happy  and  out  of  mischief 

Aside  from  the  immediate  disciplinary  and  educational  value  of  work, 
the  only  possible  way  that  a feeble  minded  person  can  befitted  to  lead  a 
harmless,  happy  and  contented  existence  after  he  has  grown  to  adult  life 
is  by  acquiring  in  youth  the  capacity  for  some  form  of  useful  work. 

Walter  E.  Fernald,  M.  D., 

Waltham , Mass . 

There  are  many  arguments  in  favor  of  state  care  of  feeble  minded  and 
idiotic  women.  These  unfortunate  persons  are  incapable  of  properly  car- 
ing for  themselves,  and,  unless  they  are  supported  and  protected  by 
friends,  either  beoome  public  oharges  or  fall  into  vagrancy  or  immorality. 
In  any  event  they  are  a heavy  weight  upon  sooiety,  and  in  numberless 
instances  have  been  the  causes  of  demoralization  and  vice  among  the 
young  men  and  boys.  Laoking  the  intelligence  and  will  power  to  protect 
their  own  virtue,  they  easily  fall  into  evil  wa^s  and  become  the  source  of 
temptation  to  others. 

The  evils  whioh  result  from  the  presenoe  of  unprotected  feeble  minded 
women  in  a community,  while  many,  may  be  divided  into  two  classes: 

First , Illegitimacy  and  its  widespreading  results,  direotly  and  indireotly 
affecting  the  community. 

Second,  The  perpetuation  of  feeble  mindedness  by  inheritance,  with  a 
constantly  widening  cirole  of  misery,  dependence  and  vice. 

Feeble  minded  women  so  often  become  the  mothers  of  illegitimate  off- 
spring that  it  is  impossible  not  to  consider  the  subject  of  illegitimacy  in 
any  discussion  of  women  of  this  class.  The  peouliar  temptations  to 
whioh  these  women  are  subjected,  and  their  inability  to  distinguish  between 
right  and  wrong  or  to  oppose  their  wills  to  those  of  persons  of  normal 
intelligence,  lead  to  their  departure  from  paths  of  virtue  in  an  appalling 
number  of  instances.  The  effect  of  this  upon  the  communities  in  which 
the  hapless  women  live  may  be  easily  understood.  The  contemplation 
and  disoussion  of  vice  blunt  the  finer  sensibilities  and  direct  the  thoughts 
of  the  young  to  subjects  which  should  be  avoided.  The  presence  of  a 
woman  suoh  as  has  been  described  in  a neighborhood  may  lower  the  moral 
standards  of  many  young  men,  and  has  been  known  to  be  the  beginning 
of  the  ruin  of  many  who  otherwise  might  have  remained  moral  and  sober 
citizens.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  moral  injury  whioh  may  be 
inflicted  upon  a peaoeful  and  law-abiding  community  by  the  entranoe  of 
a feeble  minded  woman  who  is  incapable  of  self-restraint  or  of  standing 
firmly  in  the  right.  The  history  of  women  of  this  olass  in  Indiana  has 
shown  that  even  when  they  are  inmates  of  poor  asylums  they  are  not  safe 
from  the  evils  to  whioh  they  are  peculiarly  subject.  Many  illegitimate 
children  of  feeble  minded  mothers  have  been  oonoeived  in  Indiana  poor 
asylums,  and  many  others  have  been  born  in  poor  asylums  which  were 
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conceived  while  their  feeble  minded  mothers  were  absent,  wandering 
about  the  country,  or  visiting  relatives  or  friends.  This  evil  has  been  so 
great  that  it  has  been  repeatedly  shown  that  the  oounty  poor  asylums,  as  a 
rule,  offer  but  poor  protection  for  women  of  weak  minds.  Incomplete 
reoords  from  thirty-nine  Indiana  oounties  show  that  fifty-seven  feeble 
minded  women  who  are,  or  recently  have  been,  inmates  of  the  poor  asy- 
lums in  these  oounties  have  been  the  mothers  of  ninety-five  illegitimate 
children.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  could  the  complete  records  be  secured, 
the  number  of  both  women  and  children  would  be  greatly  increased. 

Of  even  greater  seriousness  than  the  evil  of  illegitimacy  above  referred 
to,  is  the  perpetuation  of  feeble  mindednees  by  inheritance,  whioh  follows 
the  bearing  of  children  by  weak  minded  women.  That  weak  mindedness 
may  be  inherited  cannot  be  disputed.  Were  it  heretofore  an  unsettled 
fact,  the  partial  reoords  which  have  been  collected  by  the  Board  of  State 
Charities  from  Indiana  poor  asylums  would  conclusively  prove  that  such 
inheritance  is  possible  and  usual.  It  is  in  truth  to  be  expeoted  that  the 
child  of  a feeble  minded  mother  should  itself  be  feeble  minded.  If  it 
happen  that  both  parents  be  feeble  minded,  it  may  be  considered  almost 
a certainty  that  the  child  will  be  of  defective  mind.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  in  the  fragmentary  family  histories  whioh  are  contained  in  the 
registers  of  oounty  poor  asylums,  records  whioh  show  that  feeble  minded- 
ness has  been  handed  down  from  parent  to  child  for  several  generations. 
While  it  is  easily  possible  for  parents  of  normal  faculties,  through  dissi- 
pation, vice  or  disease,  to  produce  feeble  minded  offspring,  there  seems 
no  method  by  whioh  the  tendency  can  be  reversed  and  the  degeneration 
thus  easily  accomplished  displaced  by  regeneration  and  restoration  in  suc- 
ceeding generations. 

A record  of  fifty-five  families,  taken  from  the  books  of  poor  asylums  of 
twenty-five  Indiana  counties,  shows  the  following  statistics: 


Feeble  minded  women 81 

Feeble  minded  men 51 

Feeble  minded  children 130 

Blind  4 

Deaf 8 

Insane 9 

Epileptic 5 


In  considering  the  seriousness  of  these  conditions  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  number  of  feeble  minded  persons  is  constantly  increasing, 
beoause  of  the  tendency  of  idiooy  and  feeble  mindedness  to  descend  from 
parent  to  ohild.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  a single  feeble  minded  woman 
to  become  the  mother  of  two  or  more  feeble  minded  children.  The  feeble 
minded  also  seem  to  be  peculiarly  subject  to  other  defects  and  to  various 
diseases.  For  instance,  the  per  cent  of  feeble  minded  who  are  also  blind 
or  deaf  or  epileptic  is  much  larger  than  the  per  cent  of  persons  of  normal 
mind  who  suffer  from  the  same  defeots. 

Every  year  the  burden  and  evil  of  feeble  mindedness  grows  greater  in 
Indiana.  The  expense  of  oaring  for  this  olass  of  oitizens  grows,  while 
the  cause  of  the  expense  also  steadily  increases.  The  tendenoy  of  feeble 
mindedness  is  to  increase  in  an  accelerating  ratio,  and  it  will  continue  to 
do  so  until  some  means  is  provided  for  checking  it.  What  shall  this 
means  be? 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  poor  asylum  cannot  be  looked  to  as  a safe 
refuge  for  feeble  minded  women.  It  is  believed  that  the  state  should 
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assume  the  responsibility  of  protecting  this  unfortunate  class  of  women 
from  the  evils  that  beset  them.  It  is  clear  that  a very  large  proportion  of 
them  must  be  supported  by  the  publio.  They  are  incapable  of  self-sup- 
port, and  when  outside  of  rigidly  conducted  publio  institutions  are  likely 
to  fall  into  vioe  or  orime.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a large  per  cent  of  the 
fallen  women  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  Indiana  today  are  feeble  minded. 
The  expense  of  feeble  mindedness  in  a community  frequently  extends  to 
the  jail  and  court.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  expense  of  the  state  care 
would  exceed  the  expenses  which  now  result  from  such  care,  or  lack  of 
care,  as  these  women  receive.  On  the  other  hand,  the  protection  which 
state  care  would  bring  would  check  the  terrible  current  of  illegitimacy  and 
the  spread  of  feeblemindedness.  In  a properly  equipped  institution  these 
women,  who  are  usually  able-bodied  and  in  many  oases  industrious  and 
capable  of  muoh  useful  work,  might  be  so  managed  that  their  earnings 
would  defray  a considerable  portion  of  the  cost  of  their  support.  They 
could  manufacture  their  own  clothing  and  prepare  their  own  food,  under 
proper  supervision.  There  seems  little  doubt  that  they  could  live  simple, 
happy  and  useful  lives  at  little  or  no  greater  expense  than  at  present, 
while  the  saving  to  the  state  in  the  future,  resulting  from  the  diminuation 
of  illegitimacy  and  feeble  mindedness,  would  be  beyond  estimation  in 
morality,  humanity  and  money. — Report,  Board  of  State  Charities , Indi- 
ana, 1894. 

The  helpless  and  epileptic  are  accumulating  in  large  numbers,  the 
demand  for  admission  far  exceeding  our  accommodations,  and  it  is  simply 
impossible  for  us  to  obtain  gratifying  results  from  children  of  this  type. 
By  glancing  at  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  nine  hundred  and  forty 
three  children  at  present  resident  here,  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  are 
improvable  and  four  hundred  and  eighty-four  unimprovable.  Many  cases 
are  admitted  for  whom  we  oan  do  nothing  but  minister  to  their  physical 
wants;  they  linger  on  in  a non-existent  mental  state,  filling  the  place  of 
others  capable  of  receiving  actual  benefit,  not  found  in  ordinary  asylums, 
and  who  oould  assist  in  the  work  of  the  institution. 

There  is  even  a graver  question  whioh  this  demand  foreshadows,  and 
which  sooner  or  later  we  must  define,  society,  confronted  by  this  array 
of  imbeciles,  many  thousand  strong  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  alone, 
whioh  threatens  to  overwhelm,  or  worse,  to  poison  its  very  springs,  finds 
itself  in  just  our  position  and  is  seeking  at  our  hands  just  suoh  redress. 

Shall  we  give  it  by  accepting  those  who  are  by  nature  isolated,  and 
who  will  therefore  never  transmit  the  taint;  or  shall  we  isolate  those  who, 
seemingly  in  a normal  condition,  may.  nay  will,  through  the  stern  law  of 
heredity,  pour  such  a flood  of  imbecility  upon  the  nation  as  is  shown  in 
the  record  of  the  tribe  of  Isbmael,  where  from  one  man  sprang  in  less 
than  half  a century  over  five  thousand,  having  a continuous  pauper  and 
oriminal  record? 

Grave  facts  are  these,  but  faots  which  oan  be  verified. 

Martin  W.  Barr,  M.  D.,  Elwyn , Pa. 

If  the  ohild  dowered  by  birth  with  every  faculty  neoessary  to  make  of 
him  a complete  man,  physically,  mentally,  affectionately  and  spiritually, 
needs  an  all-round  development,  an  all-round  education,  so  that  hands, 
eyes,  ears  and  feet  shall  be  trained  as  well  as  the  powers  of  the  mind  and 
hearing,  still  more  do  those  who  are  lacking  in  the  essentials  that  go 


32 


HOME  FOR  THE  FEEBLE  MINDED  AND  EPILEPTIC. 


toward  making  up  a perfect  human  being  need  a symmetrical  and  careful 
training  in  keeping  with  their  capacities.  How  far  they  are  failing  to 
receive  it  in  the  present  we  may  easily  learn ; but  how  muoh  worse  was 
their  condition  in  the  past,  before  the  spirit  of  humanitarianism  was 
developed,  we  can  only  surmise.  It  is  instinctive  with  us  to  shrink  from 
the  imperfeot.  The  imperfect  human  being  develops  a shrinking  in  all 
who  see  him,  save  in  the  ever-loyal  mother  heart,  which  often  has  the 
very  tenderest  feeling  evoked  for  her  most  imperfect  child.  In  conso- 
nance with  this  instinctive  feeling,  not  from  any  inhuman  or  oruel  reason, 
the  little  ones  of  the  family  who  have  proved  imbecile,  idiotic  or  mal- 
formed in  any  way  have  been  kept  out  of  sight,  hidden  away  in  lofts  and 
cellars,  allowed  to  sleep  in  barns  and  stables,  or  quietly  slip  away  to  the 
almshouses  and  poor  farms,  to  be  held  at  public  oharge.  Indeed,  in  the 
largest  part  of  our  country  this  is  still  true.  Who,  in  driving  through 
quiet  parts  of  the  land,  has  not  again  and  again  seen  the  poor,  half-clad 
imbecile  sunning  himself  on  a bank,  or  cowering  in  an  open  shed,  listless, 
helpless,  grinning  at  the  stranger,  whose  ooming  in  that  region  is  so  infre- 
quent that  the  poor  unfortunate  is  allowed  to  show  himself,  because  there 
is  little  fear  of  shooking  any  passer-by? 

In  city  homes,  too,  one  learns  occasionally  of  that  terrible  living  skele- 
ton, whose  presence  is  a constant  damper,  but  of  whose  existence  one 
only  hears  after  perhaps  years  of  acquaintance  with  the  family,  so  carefully 
has  the  shocking  object  been  shielded  from  the  public  gaze. 

But  if  a oasual  glimpse  of  these  sad  abnormalities  is  so  shooking  what 
horror  has  one  felt  in  visiting  the  almshouses,  where,  by  the  half-dozen, 
these  unhappy  creatures  were  exposed  to  the  glare  of  day ! Nothing  is 
more  repulsive  than  such  a group  of  half-naked,  filthy,  helpless,  useless 
human  beings,  with  apparently  most  that  goes  to  make  humanity  left  out 
of  their  composition.  It  is  enough  to  make  one  heart  sick  and  brain  siok; 
any  attempt  to  better  their  condition  appears  to  be  utterly  hopeless.  It 
would  seem  kinder  to  them,  and  to  those  about  them,  to  give  them  an 
opiate  that  should  send  them  into  that  sleep  that  knows  no  waking,  if  the 
moral  law  would  allow  such  a wholesale  destruction  of  life;  but  the  law, 
l4tbou  shalt  not  kill,”  does  not  define  the  intellectual  capaoity  of  the  pos- 
sible victim.  There  is,  then,  but  one  humane  thing  to  do,  and  that  is  to 
make  these  unfinished  lives  happy,  if  possible.  To  perfect  them  is  out 
of  the  question.  To  make  normal  again  the  abnormal  brain  is  beyond  the 
power  of  any  earthly  creator.  Happily  unconsoious  of  their  own  deepest 
needs,  by  equal  good  fortune  endowed,  as  a rule,  with  an  affectionate  dis- 
position, they  are  as  capable  of  being  made  content  and  happy  within 
their  scope  as  are  the  kittens  that  frisk  about  our  firesides.  This,  at  least, 
we  oan  do  for  them  in  institutions,  where  they  should  find  a perpetual 
home. 


Mrs.  Isabel  C.  Barrows. 
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Names  of  the  officers  and  other  regular  employes,  and  the  wages  or  salary  paid  to 

each,  June  30, 1896. 


Name. 

Service. 

Rate. 

Time 

W.  A.  Polglase 

Medical  superintendent 

Steward . 

$3,000  00 
1,000  00 
450  00 

Per  annnm. 

Fred  D Johnson 

* 44 

»6 

M.  H.  Wean __ 

Matron 

4< 

44 

C.  V.  Houghton 

Engineer 

450  00 

4« 

M.  V.  Houghton 

Assistant  engineer 

1 50 

* 44 

day- 

month. 

44 

E.  M.  Day.~ 

Stenographer 

25  00 

44 

J.  G.  Farrand  

Teacher.' 

25  00 

44 

25  00 

44 

4b 

E.  Gage  Eldredge 

44 

25  00 

44 

64 

U 

25  00 

44 

*« 

25  00 

66 

Anna  M.  Casey . 

Nurse 

25  00 

64 

Belle  Savage 

Assistant  nurse 

15  00 

44 

Rose  E.  Park 

25  00 

4« 

• 4 

E.  W.  Torrance - 

Seamstress 

20  00 

44 

Minnie  Kinietz 

Tailoress 

11  00 

46 

Clara  Vilas 

Seamstress 

11  00 

64 

Winnie  L.  Oldenburg _ 

11  00 

66 

Ada  Pierce  

<4 

11  00 

*4 

66 

John  Waddell 

Baker 

25  00 

<4 

C.  F.  Pretzer 

Cook 

30  00 

44 

«4 

Flora  Cooper 

Assistant  cook 

16  00 

44 

Ellen  Clarke 

Kitchen 

11  00 

46 

44 

Nora  Pritzer 

11  00 

44 

Annie  Case  . 

44 

11  00 

66 

64 

Lizzie  Richards _ 

Dining  room 

11  00 

4< 

44 

Lelia  Haller 

11  00 

• 4 

C.  A.  Allen 

Attendant 

18  00 

44 

44 

Anna  Keifer 

18  00 

16 

Robert  Erwin 

44 

18  00 

66 

46 

Emma  Carr  

44 

18  00 

64 

Mary  Mcllveen . 

18  00 

<4 

Luta  L.  Dewey 

18  00 

44 

E.  W.  Locy 

18  00 

4< 

64 

Ella  McIntosh.. 

44 

18  00 

66 

44 

W.  C.  Kinietz 

18  00 

Allen  Holcomb 

Watchman 

30  00 

* 6« 

64 

G.  A.  Robertson  

Janitor 

>5  00 

44 

Ed.  Webber 

Laundry. 

25  00 

44 

44 

Mrs.  Ed.  Webber 

15  00 

64 

George  Hubbard 

Farmer 

365  00 

year. 

month. 

Chas.  Hubbard 

Farm  help 

26  00 

64 

Albert  Mason 

Gardener* 

15  00 

44 

W.  G.  Osmun 

Coachman 

16  00 

44 

Ella  Carpenter 

"Domestic  . . . 

12  00 

44 

44 

* Non  resident. 

5 
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Lansing , October  20,  1896. 

Board  of  Control , Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic , Lapeer , Mich.: 
Gentlemen — Your  communication  to  the  State  Board  of  Corrections  and  Charities, 
submitting  for  its  consideration  and  opinion  the  proposed  appropriations  for  your 
institution  for  the  years  1897  and  1898,  has  been  received.  The  home  has  been  visited, 
and  its  “conditions  and  needs  investigated;”  the  appropriations  proposed  were  carefully 
considered  at  a meeting  held  at  the  office  of  the  board  the  15th  inst.  Its  opinion 
regarding  them  is  as  follows: 

Current  expenses I $49,850  00 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  Home  has  been  in  existence  for  so  short  a time, 
and  would  therefore  need  few  renewals;  that  its  numbers  would  for  a time  be  limited; 
and  that  the  amounts  asked  for  under  the  head  of  “industrial  training”  are  in  excess 
of  those  required  for  like  purposes  in  the  experience  of  old  State  institutions,  the 
amounts  asked  for  the  following  items  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  more  than  will 
be  required,  and  are  therefore  approved  as  shown  herewith: 


Amusements 

_.  $700  00 

Approved  at 

$300  00 

Household  supplies.  __  __ 

__  2,000  00 

4< 

44 

1,000  00 

Furniture  and  bedding.  

...  1,800  00 

44 

44 

1,500  00 

Improvements  and  repairs  _ _ 

...  3,500  00 

u 

if 

2,000  00 

Tools  and  machinery 

3,116  00 

fi 

if 

500  00 

Farm  and  “other  expenses”  ___ 

350  00 

a 

44 

250  00 

Carpenter  shop  foreman  

800  00 

a 

f < 

600  00 

Carpenter  shop  supplies 

700  00 

a 

44 

300  00 

Shoe  shop  foreman  _ _ 

700  00 

44 

44 

600  00 

Tailor  shop  supplies 

900  00 

a 

44 

600  00 

Total 

... $14,566  00 

u 

(4 

$7,650  00 

Making  a deduction  of  $6,916,  and  approving  of  $42,934  for  current  expenses  for  each 
of  the  years  1897  and  1898. 

Three  cottages  for  epileptics. 

Two  cottages  for  feeble  minded. 

One  cottage  for  temporary  use  as  administration  building  and  residence  for  the 
superintendent. 

Six  cottages  for  $15,000 $90,000  00 

Are  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  required,  amount  asked  is  reasonable,  and  are 
approved. 

Enlarging  dining  room  and  kitchen $18,000  00 

This  work  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  be  necessary;  $15,000,  however,  is  deemed 
ample  to  meet  the  expense,  and  is  approved  at  $15,000. 

Enlarged  boiler  room $1,000  00  Is  approved. 

Two  new  boilers,  fixtures,  etc 3,200  00  Is  approved. 

Industrial  building 4,000  00 

The  board  considers  this  a very  essential  provision,  and  the  amount  asked  will  be 
needed,  and  the  item  is  approved. 

Laundry  building $6,200  00 

This  also  will  be  needed,  though  the  amount  asked  is  more,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  than  will  be  required  to  construct  a laundry  building  which  will  serve  your 
purpose.  Five  thousand  dollars  is  all  the  board  could  favor  for  this  purpose. 

Laundry  machinery $1,300  00 
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The  estimated  cost  of  the  pieces  required  is  quite  in  excess  of  that  of  like  pieces 
required  in  other  institutions,  and  the  board  has  therefore  approved  of  the  following: 


One  dry  room $150  00  Approved. 

One  mangle $750  00  Approved  at  400  00 

Two  washers 400  00  “ “ 300  00 


An  aggregate  of  $850  for  laundry  machinery. 

Hospital  building  for  contagious  diseases $1,500  00 

In  the  opinion  of  the  board  a provision  of  this  kind  is  very  important,  and  the 
amount  asked  will  doubtless  be  required.  The  item  is  favored  by  the  board. 


Heating  apparatus  for  six  cottages $3,600  00 

Heating  apparatus  for  industrial  building 400  00 

Furnishing  administration  cottage 2,500  00 

Are  all  approved. 

Furnishing  five  cottages $10,000  00 


In  the  opinion  of  the  board  $9,000  would  prove  ample  for  this  purpose,  and  this  item 
is  approved  at  $9,000. 


Furnishing  hospital  building $500  00  Approved. 

Furnishing  dining  room  and  kitcher : Range  $300, 

kettles  $250,  utensils  and  dishes  $450 1,000  00  “ 

Sewerage 1,000  00  “ 

Land,  160  acres 8,000  00 


The  need  of  this  additional  land  is  apparent  and  the  item  is  approved,  and  the  board 
would  also  strongly  favor  the  securing  of  an  extension  of  the  option  on  the  remaining 
portion  of  land  which  the  commission  appointed  to  select  the  site  so  wisely  secured. 

Yours  respectfully, 

GEO.  D.  GILLESPIE, 

L.  C.  Storks,  Secretary . . Chairman. 
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